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This is a well-illustrated atlas that complements an earlier
volume on bacteria and bacterial infections. The atlas is
arranged in four sections: viruses, mycology, parasites, and
helminths. The text describes agents of infection according
to taxonomic group with notes on biology, epidemiology,
diagnosis, pathogenesis, and clinical features.
It would be a useful book for anyone preparing for ‘spots’
or related examination formats where pathogens or disease
processes must be identified in quick succession from images
and where brief notes on diagnosis or management must be
supplied, and would be a suitable addition to the shelves of
libraries used by trainees.
In the preface, the author states that a work of this kind
cannot be complete and is not intended to replace specialist
textbooks. The section on viruses for example covers only a
few of the many viruses known to infect humans. Actually it
only addresses infections caused by herpes viruses in any
detail, and briefly describes and illustrates adenoviruses.
Fungi and eukaryotic parasites, though, are covered in detail.
The atlas reminds us of the rich pathogenic fungus flora of the
Americas, including species that are hardly ever seen in the
old world.
A nice feature of this atlas is that one gets a strong
impression that its content reflects a long and enthusiastic
engagement with clinical microbiology by its author. Many of
the organisms illustrated appear to be from samples that
have passed through the author’s laboratory. The text gives
salient features of the biology, pathology, diagnosis, and
clinical management of each subject. Its content cannot
be as comprehensive as specialist textbooks but has the
advantage of having been written according to a uniformly
readable style by a single author.
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apillomaviruses: Methods and Protocols, Clare Davy,
John Doorbar (Eds.), Humana Press; 2005, 496 pa-
ges, ISBN 1-58829-373-4.
Over the last few years the human papillomavirus has
attracted an increasing amount of attention because of its
association with cervical cancer, leading to many advances in
papillomavirus research. However, there have been difficul-
ties to overcome because they are not easy to cultivate in
vitro and the large number of papillomaviruses show strong
species and tissue specificity. This book contains a wide
spectrum of protocols and techniques that have been devel-
oped to overcome these problems and study the properties of
the human papillomavirus. The book contains three main
themes: the detection and genotyping of human papilloma-
virus infections, the analysis of the human papillomavirus life
cycle, and the production and functional analysis of human
papillomavirus proteins.
The book is divided into 33 chapters, each written by a
specific set of authors and describing a particular area of
research. Each chapter stands alone and gives full details of a
particular technique, which are well referenced. Some of
these techniques are well established while others are novel.
In addition, each chapter contains a ‘notes’ section that
includes tips on troubleshooting and practical issues. The
book contains no overall introduction but the individual
chapters provide a short introduction that gives the back-
ground to the relevance of the technique described.
The protocols described in this book cover a wide area of
research. They include qualitative and quantitative methods
for humanpapillomavirus DNA, alongwith the identification of
humanpapillomavirus genotypes and variants.Other protocols
look at the use of biomarkers tomonitor progression, methods
tomonitor the levels ofmRNAor viral proteins, and techniques
for the histochemical analysis of biopsy samples. Techniques
are also described to look at interactions between humanPublished by Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.
Book reviews 377papillomavirus and cellular proteins (pRb and p53). Several
protocols are presented to look at transformation, regulation
of transcription, and the induction of apoptosis. There are
many chapters on the propagation of human papillomavirus,
establishing keratinocyte cell lines and using the Xenograft
severe combined immunodeficiency mouse model. Also
includedare techniques thatdescribe thegenerationofhuman
papillomavirus pseudovirons for use as gene transfer vectors
and as vehicles for vaccines.
The editors have brought together contributions from
leading basic researchers and clinical scientists to make it
a comprehensive source of information on all aspects of
human papillomavirus research. This book would be useful
for research laboratories practising basic science and clinical
laboratories involved in cancer research.
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Congenital and Perinatal Infections. A Concise Guide
to Diagnosis, Cecelia Hutto (Eds.), Humana Press.
Totowa, New Jersey; 2006.
The goal of this book is to be a concise clinical reference that
facilitates the diagnosis of intrauterine and perinatally
acquired infections. The initial chapters (‘The tools of diag-
nosis’) provide general information about the serological and
non-serological assays that are used for the diagnosis of
infections and include a specific chapter on the placenta.
The remainder of the book is devoted to the diagnosis of 22
specific congenital or perinatally acquired infections, ranging
from the rare (lymphocytic choriomeningitis virus, Epstein—
Barr virus) to the more common (group B streptococcus,
cytomegalovirus (CMV), HIV). With one exception (South
Africa) all the authors are from North America, and while
they are indeed an authoritative group, it means that refer-
ence is often made to US bodies such as the CDC (Centers for
the Disease Control and Prevention) or FDA (Food and DrugAdministration), which can be a little annoying for the non-
USA reader.
The usefulness of a book in dealing with day-to-day
clinical questions and issues is a good test, and it passed
this test well. A specific question about varicella exposure
of a susceptible woman in early pregnancy prompted
review of the relevant chapter, which provided a useful
summary on the issues. A 2-month infant with miliary
tuberculosis helpfully summarized the differences between
congenital and postnatally acquired infection. The CMV
chapter reminded me that congenital infection can cer-
tainly occur after non-primary maternal infection and the
herpes simplex virus (HSV) chapter helped with interpreting
HSV serology. However, both the HSV and CMV chapters had
little on the use and interpretation of PCR methods and this
may reflect somewhat old reference lists (the most recent
reference in both chapters was from 2001). In the case of
HSV, recent and relevant references are not included such
as one from 2003 that addresses the effect of serologic
status and cesarean delivery on transmission rates of HSV
(preliminary data from this study are actually mentioned in
the chapter). The group B streptococcus and other bacter-
ial chapters (Listeria, Neisseria) provide succinct summa-
ries. There is no chapter on neonatal tetanus and I would
have liked to see a little more on coagulase negative
staphylococci and the Gram-negative pathogens associated
with early and late onset neonatal sepsis. The toxoplasmo-
sis chapter nicely reviews the complexities of the different
serological methods for diagnosis.
The book may be criticized for avoiding the issues around
management of these infections; however, this is addressed
early on by indicating that other textbooks are available for
this purpose. This makes some sense particularly if the book
aims to be concise, although directing the reader to a
suitable reference on management issues would be helpful
as done in the toxoplasmosis chapter. In the syphilis chapter
however, the temptation has been too great and manage-
ment advice is actually given in some detail!
This book will prove a useful and concise resource for all
those with an interest in perinatal infection, trainees or
consultants alike, be they obstetricians, neonatologists or
pediatricians. In this changing field updates will be needed
but the reader can well use this as a starting point.
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